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(3.) Since ¢7¢ Years appears to be the -Period

of the Comet that caus’d the Deluge, what 2 .
Learned Friend of mine, who was the Occafion

of my Examination of this Matter, {uggefts, will
deferve to be confidered,viz. Whether the Story of
the Pheenix, that celebrated Emblem of the Refur-
re&ion inChriftianAntiquity ; [that it returns once
after ¢ Centuries,and goes to the Altar and City of
- the Sun, and is there burnt ; and another arifes out
- of its Afhes, and carries away the Remains of the
former, é'c-j be noc an Allegorical Reprefencation

of this Comet ; [which returns once after ¢ Cens
turies, and goas down to the Sun, and is there ve-
hemently heated, and its outward Regions dif-
folv’d ; yet thar it flies off again, and carries away
what remains after that terrible burning,é-c.] and
whether the Conflagration and Renovation of
things, which fome fuch Comet in its Afcent from

the Sun may bring upon the Earth, be not hereby -

prefigur'd. 1 will noc here be pofitive ; but I own
that I don’t know of any Solacion of this famous
Piece of Egypriam Mythology and Hieroglyphicks,
as this feems to be, that can be compared with it.
Nore, (4.) That none of thofe Comets whofeOr-~
bits are yet known, can come near enough to our
Earth in their Afcent from the Sun to caufe the
Conflagration. This is’evident to thofe who con-
fider D¢, Halley’s Table, or my Solar Syftem built
upen it ; fince none of them move in or very near
the Plane of the Ecliptick ; and thofe four which
have their Nodes neareft the Earth’s Orbit, and fo
might approach neareft to the Earth, are either

fuch as have thefe Nodes fo near only in their De~-
fcent to the Sun ; as that in 1472,and that in 1618, |

and rthat in 1680 ; or go not any time much near-
er to the Sun than the Earch it felf, as that in 16844
and foare on a.l.&?ccoums uteerly incapable of at-
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