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Of the Refurrection of Jefiis Chrift, according to
Brza’s double Copy of the four Gofpels and Alts
of the Apoftles.

N order to ftate this moft important Fa&, which has very lately

been called in Qusliion, and that after the moft authentick Man-
her I am able, T fhail firlt fet down the intire Acconnes given us by
all the fonr Evangelifts, out of this moil ancient MS in paraliel
Columns, with Paflages out of A&s L. the 1 Corinth. xv. and the
Apofiolical Conftitations, L. V. VIIL Oaly minding the Reader be-
forehand, That the Order of the Gefpels in thie MS, is according to
the eriginal Order in the Apoitles firlt Direiions for reading them
in publick: Conftitation II. 57. Mauhew. John. Loke, Mark.
That Matthew wrote his Gofpel in Greek, abour A. D. §3. - That
Mark was the Sen of Peter, and abridged Muthew’s Gofpel, as far
as Chap, xvi. 8. (where the original Copy ended 5) abbut A. D, 58,
and that the following 32z Verfes are additional, and wrinea moft
probably by his Father Peter himfelf, fometime afterwards. Thas
Luke wrote his Gofpel abour A. D. 54, and {ts hefore Mark wrnte
kis, and had never feen fo moch as Mauhew’s, much lefs Mark’s
Gofpel, when he wrote his own, s Joha faw the orher three
Gofpels before he wrote his, and wrote the former zoth Chapsers about
A.D. 63. and added the z1it Chapter 3 little before he died, or about
A. D.gg. That the lews inerpolated the Copies of the Old Tefta-
ment, foon after the Beginning of the fecond Century, when they
changed the Charadters from the old Hebrew, the Samaritan, to the
prefent Chaldee, upon their {eqing up their fpurious Mefliah or Bar-
chocab, in Oppofition to their true One, Jefus of Nazareth And
Thar the Old Hereticks, the followers of Simon Magus, frequently
interpolated the Copies of the Boaks of the New Tellaments which
they put into the Hands of the Cacholick Chriftians, in order 1o con-
found them. Aud thaz, by Confequence, Beza’s double Copy, which
is far more ancient than any of the reft, and I think, written at the
Jateft within 3o Years of the Death of John the Apofile, muft be
much more uncorrapt and free from fuch Interpolations than the later
Copies can be fuppofed 1o be, All which Asfertions that are not ale
gac}y proved, will be fully proved in my large Work now in the
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Haithew Fobn Luke AMark
XXVIL XIX. XKL XV.
35. Andma-| 8. Andafier] 40, And al 40. There

ny women wereithiz, Jofeph ofhis  acquaint-lwere  women
there beholding | Arimathea, be-lance, and the|looking on afar .
afar off, which|ing a dikiple of| women thatjoff : among
followed  Jefus! Jefus, bur fe-|followed himjwhom was Ma-
from  Galiles, | cretly, "for feariftom Galiles ;iry  Magdalen,
minifiring * unto| of the Jews, be-{fiood afar off, and Mary the

him. fought Pilate| beholding  theie} Mother of James

56. Amongithat he mightithngs. the lefs, and of

whom was Ma-|tahe away the] go. And be- Joleps,
¥ body ¥ held

&



ﬁﬁlffé&@
XXV,

ry  Magdalen,
and Mary the
mother of fames
and Jofeph, and
the mother of
Zebedeg’s  chil-
dren.,

57, When the
even was come,
there came arich
man of Arima
thea, named Jo-
feph, whe zils
Bimfelf was Je
fu.s difciple.

58. He wem
to  Piate and
begged the body
of jefus. Then
Pilate command-
ed the body to
be delivered.

59. And when
Joieph had taken
the  bady, he
wrapped it in a
cican finen cloth,

60. Aad haid
¥ inhisown new
témb, which he
bad hewen out
in the rock ; and
he 1olled 2 great
flone  to  the
dgor of the fe
pwchre, and ge¢-
parned,

61. And there
was Mary Mag
dalen, and the
other Mary, fir
ting over againfl
the Sepalehre,

2. Now the
aext day  tha
followed

(2)

s
Fobn
XIX.
body of Jefus:
and Pilare gave
him leave: and
he cameand took
the bedy of jefus.
39 Axnd there
came alfo Mies-
demus, who at
the firfi came to
Tefus by Nighg,
and brought a
mixtareof mysrk
and zloes, about
an handred litrs.
40. Thentook
they the body of
Jefus and wound
m  lsen
elothes with the
{pices, as the
manner of the
Jewsis to bury,
41, Now ia
the place where
he was crycified
there was a gar-
den: and inthe
garden a pew f&r
pu'chre, where-
in was man me-
ver yet lad,
£z, There laid
they Jefus there-
fore, becaufe of
the Jows prepa-

0w
EXS

ratioa: for the
fepulehre wa
nigh at hend.
XX
1. The ff

day of the week
cometh  Mary
Magdaien early.
while it was ye!
dark, unto the
{epuichre ; and

fectt

Luke
XX
nold one named
Joleph, 2 coun-
fellor, a good
man and a juit,

s1. He had
not coniented to
the counfel and
deed of them.
He was of Ari-
mathea, a4 oity
of the jews, who
waited
kingdomof God,

5z. He went
unte Pilate, and
begged the body
of fefus.

73. And he
took down and
wrapped the bo-
dy of Jefas in
limen; znd laid
him in a fepul-
chra that was
kewen in fone,
wherein ngver a.
ny onebefore was
faid. And when
he had laid Kim,
he put to the fe-
pulchre a2 fone,
which  twenty
men could hard-
ly roll.

§4e ﬁs&é i was
the day before
the fabbath.

5% And two
women aifo fok
lowed from Gs
iilee, and beheld
his fepuichre,

56. And they
retarned and pre-
pared {pices and
ointments, and

refled

for the

Mark.
Xiv.
Jofeph, and Sa-

iome:

41, Who alfe
when he wasm
Galilee followed
him: and many
other women
who ¢ame up
with him . amo
Jerufalem,

42. And now
when the even
was Ctome, be-
caule it was the
preparation, that
s, the day before
the fabbath,

43- Jofeph of
Arimathea, an
honourabie coun-
fellor who alfe
waited for the
kingdomof Geod,
came, and went
boldly unto Pi-
fate, and craved
the Body of Je.
fus.

44, And Fi-
late marvelled if
ke were already
dead. And cal-
ling unto him the
Centarion, he
asked him,Whe-
ther he were al-
ready dead.

45. And when
fie knew it of
the Centurion,
he gave the body
o jofeph..

46. Now Jo-
feph had bought
fine lnen, and
he took him,and

wrapped
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Muatthew
XXV,
followed the day
of the prepara-
tion, the chief
Prietts and Pha-
rifees came toge~
:heér unto Pilate,

53.3aying, Sir,
We xﬁmegmber
that that deceiver
faid while he was

yet alive, that:

after three days
T will rife again.

64. Command
therefore  that
she fepulchre be
made fare aatil
the third day,
el his difciples
come aad ikeal
him away, and
{ay usato the peo-
ple, He is rifen
irom the dead.
So the lafterror
will be worke
than the firfh,

63.Pilaze faith
unito them, Ye
have a watch;
go  your way ;
make ¥t as fure
as youcan.

66. So they
went and made
the  fepulchre
fore; fealing the
ftone, and ferting
2 watch.

XXVIIL

1. In the end
of thefabbath, as
it began to dawn
towards the firll
day of the weelk,
cameMagy Mag-

dalen

and  the

(3)

Fobu
XX.

{eeth the flone
taken away from
the fepulchre,

2z, Thea fhe
runneth and co
meth to Simop
Pezer, and to the
other  Difciple
whom Jelus lo-
ved, and faith
anto them, They
bave taken away
the Lord out of
the  fepulchre,
and we kuow
not where they
have laid him.

3. Peter there-
fore went forth,
and that other
diftiple, & came
to the fepulchre.

4. So they ran
both together :
other
difcipie ouiran
Peter, and came
firlt to the fepul-
chre,

5. And  he
focping  down
{aw the liper

clothes lying; yet

went he not in.
&.Then cometh

Simon Peter alfo

following, and
went into the
fepulchre, and

feeth the lipen
clothes lie;

7. And the
napkin that was
shout his head,
not lying with
the linen clothes,

but

Luke
XiiL
refted the Iab-
bath day.

XXIV,

1. Bur upon.
the firk day of;

the week, very
garly in  the
morning, they
came unto the
fepaichre, bring-
ing what they
had  prepared,
and certain with
them.

z. But they

reafored among

them{elves, who
now fhall rell 2
way the flone?
bee they found
the flone rolled
away from the
fepuichre,

3. &nd they
entered in, and
found nog ke
body.

4- Anditcame
to pafs as rhey
were perplexed
about it, behold
two men fiood
by them in 2 fhi-
ning garment.

;g;’md they
were afraid, and
bowsed down
¢their faces to the
earth. Butthey
faid unto them,
Whyieck ve him
that i3 alive a-
mong the dead?

6. Remesmber
how many things
he {pake unte

vou,
A

z

Mark
XV.
wrapped him in
the iinep, and
laid kim in 2 fe-
pulchre  which’
was hewen in a

‘rock, and rolled

a flope mie the
door of the fe-
pulchee, and de-
paried.

47. And Ma-
vy Magdalen, &
Mary the mether
of james, beueld
the place where
he was laid,

XVL

1. And they
went 2nd bonght
fiweet fpices, that
they might an-
oint him.

z. And early
in the morning,
the firft day of
the weck, chey
came unto the fe-
pulchre, at the
riling of the Sen.

5. And they
faidamongthem-
felves, Who fhall
roll vs away the
fone from the
{epuichie ? for it
was very great.

4. And when
they looked, they
come and find
the fione rolled
away.

5. Andentring
intos the fepul-
chye, they lawa
young man fit-
ting on the right

fide,



Matthe w
XXVITL
dalen, and the
other Maryta fze
the fepalchre,

2. And behold
there was a great
earthquake: for
an Angel of the
Lord defcended
from  Heaves,
and came, and
volled back the
flone, and fat up-
onit. |

5. His counte-
nance was like
lightening ; and
his raimentwhite
as fnow.

4. And for
fear of him the
keepers id
fhake, and bhe-
came zs dead
men.

5.sndthe An
gel anfwered and
{aid unto the
women, Fear
not ye, for 1
know that ye
feek Jefus who
was cracified,

6. He is not
here, for he is
rifen, as he fz2id ;
<ome, fee¢ the
Place where the
Lord lay.

7. And go
quickly and teil
his difciples, that
ke {s rifen 7 and
behold he geeth
before you~ into
Galilee, there
{hall ye fee him.
I have told you.

{4

Fobr
but weapped to-
gether in 2 place
by itfelf,

3. Then wenmt
in that other di-
{ciple who came
firlt to the fe-
puichre, and he
1aw, and helieved
Bot.

g. For as yet
they knew not
the feripture,that
he muft #ife a-
gain from the
dead,

10, Then the
difciples went 2~
way again unto
theirown homes,

rz, But Mary
food without at
the  fepuichre
weeping; and as
fhe wept,  fhe
ftooped dowr.
unto the fepul
chre.

12. And feeth
twa Angels, the
one at the head,
and the other at
the feet where
the bedy of Je-
{us had lain,

3. And thoy
fayunte her, Wo-
man, why weep-
eft thog? She
faith anto them,
Becaufe  they
have taken away
my Lord; and i
know not where
they have laid
him.

14. When fhe

8. And

had

Luke
XXV,
you,when he was
with you in Ga-

lilee,

%. The fon of
msn maft be de-
livered into the
hands of Men,
and be crucified,
and the third day
rife again,

8. And they
remembered his
words,

g. Aud return-
ed, and told all
thefe things wmte

the eleven, andi:

1o all the refk.
10.MaryMag-
dalen, and Joan-
na, and Mary zbe
amther of James,
and other wa-
men with them,
wld thefe things
antothe Apofties.

11, And thefe
words feemed to
them as idletales,
and they believ-
ed them not,

13. But there
were two  of
them: who went
that fame day to
a Viliage, whoife
namewasOnlam-
maus, which was

from Jerufniem
theeefcore fur-
long=,

14. And they
talked together
ofall thefe things
which had hap-
pened,

15,

Ard 1t

came

Mark
XV
fide, clothed in
g long white gar-
ment, and they
were affrighted.

6. And the
Angel faith unto
them, Be not
affighted :  ye
feek  Jefus of

{azareth, who
was crucified, He
i3 rifen ; he i3
not here: behold
the place where
they laid him.
7. But go your
way, and tell his
difciples, and Pe-
ter, that I go
before you into
Galtiee 5 there
fhall ye fee me,
as I faid un:
ySue

8. And they
went out, and
fled from thefe-
pulchre 3 for
they feared and
were amazed :
neither {azid they
any thing to any
man, for they
were afraid.

g. Now when
he was rifen ear-
Iy the firft day of
the week, he
made  himlelf
iknown frft to
Mary Magdalen,
out of whom he
hed  caf feven
Dmons,

10. Shé went
and told them

that




Matthew

XXVIiilL

8. Aad they
dep‘zrzed quickly jx
from the fepul-
chre, with .car
and great joy:

and ran 1o imng
his difciples
word.

g. Acd behold
Jelns met them,
faying, All hail !
And they came
and held him by
the feer, and
worfkiped him,

10. The:
Jefus unto them,
Be not alraid ;
Gorell mybreth-
Ten that they go
o (aliiee, znd
there fhall ye fee
me.

tH u.}

. Now when
they were going 54
behold fome of
the watch came
nwo the city, and
related unto the
chief priefts all
the things that
were done.
1z, And when
they were aflx f.m—
bled with the ol-
ders, znd had
taken

money unto the
{oldiers,

13. Sayz , Say
ye, His uzicaq‘es
came by wnight,
and flole him a.
way, while we
flept.

14. And ifthis
come o the go-
vernors

taou  hat

am not yet af-
cended te the Fa-
ther.

ad {thren,
coonfel, {unto them, I af-

they gave iame;cﬁné wale  my
Father, and your

dalen came, and

(
Fobn

AX.
had thus {a1d, the
rurned herlelf;

Lo

|

Luke

ARIV,
icame to pais,tha
while they com-

back and faw Je-: smoned and rea-

fus ftanding, and
kuew not that it :

was Jefus, !

13. Jefus faith
unte her, Wo-!
maa, why weep-
Eak thon ? wmm
{eekefi thou ? Shej
;a},p{mnﬁ him 10,
be the gardener, |
faith unto him, !
Siry If thou hatt:
taken him away, !
wll me  where
laid
}}ia: h:cé i %‘.’in
take him away.

16. Jelus fnith
unto her, Mary.
Buor fhe turned
herfelf back, aad
izith wvnto him,

Zabboni 3 Wixich
isto fay, Lord,
Maiter.

17. Jefus faith
unte her, Touch
me not; for I

Go there-
fore to the Bre-
and fay

Father 5 and my
God, and your
Ged,

18, Mary Mag-

told his difciples
that the had feen
the Lord, and de.
clared 0 them
what

A 3

Aoned, Jefosdrew
near, and  went
with them.

36, But their
‘eyes were holden
_that they fhould
“not know him :

17. And ke
faid unto them,
swhat manner of
{communicacions
are thefe that ye
have.m.angycnrﬂ
felves, asye walk
{ad.

18. And ihe
one  of them,
whole name was
Clecpas, anfwer-
ing, faid uamw
him, Art thon
anly 2 f'rarxger
m:em‘aicm aind
haft not known
the things that
are come to pals
there in thele
days?

1g.But he faid
gato him, What
things? concern-
ing Jefus of Na-
zareth, WHO was
a prophet mighty
in  deed and
word beforeGod,
and all the Peo-
ple:

zo. How the
chief priefis and
our Ralers deli-
vered this ma
unto the judge-
ment of éed*h
and have cruci
fied Him, 215,

tnem

-Mark
XVi
t{that had been
with him,as they
mourned & wept.

11. And ey,
when they had
heard that he
was alive, and
had been feen of
her, they did not
believe him alfe.

t2. Aund after
thar he appeared
in another form

unto  two  of

them, as they
walked and went
into the coun-
ey,

15 And i’h"?‘
went and toid 2
unio the refidae,
Neither believed
they them.

14. Butafers
wards ke appear-
ed unto the e-
feven, as they
far at meat ; an
upbraided them
with their anbe-
1ief, and bardnefs
of heart; becauls
they believed not
who had
feen him aker
he was rifen.

. And he
{m} upta them,
Geo ye into all
the world, and
preach the gof-
pel o every crea-
wie.

-316. For he
thar  believeth,
and is bapt-zed
ﬂi'li b"" iﬁ‘&"’é
tut he that oo-

I




AMatibew
Xxvil
vernovs eare, We
will  perfede
him, and fecure

you,

3. So they
200k the money,
and did as iizé}-‘
wers igught. And

this fayimz B
commoniy  16-

ported amongihe
Teywr umitl thic
day.

16, Then the
eleven difciples
went way inlo
Galiles, vmic 2

mountamn Wwaet
= %

14

Jefas had  ap
pointed them,

17. And when

ey faw him

-

2y Woriniped

:t {ome douht-

18, And Jefss
game and fpake
unto hem, fay-
ing, All poweris
given umto me
in  heaven and
1R,

16.Go yenow
znd make difti
pies i all Naa-
ons,  Baprizing
them  vnpo  the
name of the Fa-
ther, and of the
, and of the
HHoly Ghail.

20. Teaching
thera 1o obierve
things wha
I have

Son

e 1 am
itk you alwey,
£Ven

{
3
Fobn
whar he had faid
o her.

15. Then the
fame -day at e-
vening, eing
the hefk dap o
e weelr, when

the doors were
fhut, where the
difciples were for
fear of the jews,

ceme jefus and
flopd i the
mid#, znd fBith
unto them,Peace
be unto you.

20. And when
he had {ofzid, ke
fhewed Hés hands
zad his file to
them. T'hen were
the difciples glad
when they faw
the Lord.

21. Then faid
He to them again;
Peace be uanto
you, Asthe Fa-
ther hath fent
me, evea fofend
{yom

zz2. When he
had faid  this
he breathed on
thers, and faith
unto them, Re-
ceive ye the Ho-
Iy Ghoil,

23. Whote fo-
ever fins ye fe
mit, they are se-
mitteduntothem:
whofe foever ye
fhail retnin, they
are retaned,

24, But Tho-
mas, one of the
swelve, calied

Didy mus,

6

A

7
Luke
XXiv,

21, But we
suited that &
was he who was
o redeem lmael:
nd withall t©
day is the third
doy fnce thele
thingswere done.

22, Yea, and
certain  women
alfo made s 2-
fonifh=d, who
were zlic savly
at the {epuichre :

z3. Andwhen
they found not
his body, they
came {aying,that
they hed feen 2
vifion of Angels,
who {aid that he
was glive,

25. And cer-
tain of them
who were with
43 wen¢ to the fe-
pulehre, & found
as the women
fzid.  But him
we have notfecn.

25. Buthe faid
ante them, O

hearr, as to all
:hat the prophets
have {poken !
25, That Chrift
onght to  have
fuffered  thefe
things, and to
have entered in-
to his glory |
25.And hebe-
gan frem Mofes,
and »i] the pro-
phets,to expound
usto them in the
foriptures the

things

foeols znd How of

Marie

. XV
Heverh not, fthall
be condemned.

17. And thefe
figns fhall follow
them that be~
fieve. In my
name fhall they
cait out Deemons.
They fhall{peak
withnewiongues.

1§. And they
fhell take up fer-
penss in their
hands: And if
they drink any
deadly thing it
thall not hurt
them : they fhall
lay hands on the
fick, and they
{hall recover.

1g. So then
after the Lord
had fpoken unte
them, he wassg-
ceived up into
Heaven, and {8t
on the right hand
of God.

zo. And they
went forth and
reached  every
where; the Lord
working  with
them, and con=
firming the word
withiigns follow-
ing. Amen.

B T e
Conflituticns
V. 4.

Chrift was bu-
ried before fune
fet, in a new
{epulchre,  But
when the firftday
of the week
dawn’d, he arof

irem

¢




{7)
Matthew Fohn  Luke Conflitutions .
XXVl XX, - XXIV. v

.

‘even wnto the .
end of the age. | Didymus, was things concern- | from the dead, £
e mot With them |ing Rimfelf. and fulfiled thole
Afis when Jefascamz. 28, And they things which be bl

i. 25. The other [drew nigh uso forc s paffion

1. The former difeiplesthereforethe village whi- L he foretold rous,
Treatife have 1 (id unte bim, jcher they went: aying, The fon
made, O Theo-|that We have and he made a:jof man Mulcoi-
philus, of all feen the Lord. jthough he wodld iinvein the heart
that Jefus began | Bat he f2id unto {have gone far-jof it
both to do and | hem, Except I]ther. 3
seach : thall fee in his§ =zg. But they nighis,

2. Tintl thel hands the print confiraiced kim, [wheanewasiien
day in which hejof the nails s and | faying,  Abide}from e dead, ke
wastaken up,ab- thraft my handsjwith uss

for jriws: made mati-

3 @
ter that he, thro' | ipto his fide, and jis towards ever- foft firfl o Mary
v P adagdalen, and
&

the Holy Ghof, put my finger in-|ing, and the:

o]

had given Com- | the prnnt ofjfar {pent; and i ry the mother
mandments usto | 1€ pails, I williwent in to tarry of James 3 then
the Apofles | not believe. with them. to Clenpasin the ]
whom he hadl 26. Andafer] 30 And ftjways and efer
chofen o preach | eight days again | came to pals as that to us his dif =
the Gofpel. his difciples were | he latavmeat hejoivles, who had :

3. To whom within,and Tho- | wok bread, and § & doway for fear
sl{o he fhewedi mas with them. | blefied, and gave of the Jews; but

himizlf alive af-§ Then camejeins. (10 them,
ser his Paffion,}ths doors being
by maay infalli-| fat, and flood
ble proofs; be-jiothe midl, and
. ing feen of them fzid, Peace be un-
forty days [See
the fameChap.x.
41] and fpeak-
ing of the things

Reach hithe

pertaining to they UNgET, and be-
Kingdow of Ged] hold my hands,
4. And being and reach hither
affembled toge-jthy hand, asdis
cher with them] thruft it into my | within 12,

he commandedifide, and e nositdi’d with
chem that theyl falthlels hur be- 1 by the way e
X 3 7

{hould notdepart | Heving. opened 1o

ocd

from Jerofalem,i 28.1homaszn feripares

but wait for thel fwered and fais} 33 An
romifeoftheFa- anto Rim, M rote ap th

ther,which, fziik my : ,
he,ye have hewrd afus |

by my mowh | anodin, DCCA
5. For johnitho hat feen v

sraly
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truly  baptized with
water; but ye fhall be
baptized with the Hol;
Gaoht, which aifo you
will receive not thefe
many days hence, un-
til Pentecoft.

6. When they there
fore were come toge
ther, they atked of him
faying, Lord, Doft thou
at this time reflore a-
gain the Kingdom to
Hrael?

7. And hefzid unic
them, It is not for you
to know the times or
the feafons, which the
Farher hath pat in his
own Power.

8. But ye {hall re-
ceive power, after that
the HolyGhott iscome
upen you, and ye {hall
be my witnefles boih
in Jerufslem,and in all
judea, 2ad in Sama-
ria, and onto the m
termolt parz of the
earth,

9. And when he had
{poken thefe things, a
cloud received nim,
atd ke was taken out
of their fight.

10. And while they
Iooked Redfafily to-
wards heaven, as he
went up, behold tuo
men tflood by them in
white apparel.

11. And they f5id Ve
men of Galilce, why
fland ye gazing? This
fame Jefus who taken
up from you inte hea-
<ven, fisll fo come ie
Iike masner as yehave
{eenhim goinio keaven
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thou haft belioved :
blefled are they that
have not feen
et have belleved.

Panl
1 Cor. XV.
3. I deliversd um-
o you £rfi of ali
that which I alio re-

ang

ceived, How tha
Chiit died for o

fins according to the
seriptases.

4. And that he
was burizd, and that
he rofe again the third
day, according o the
Scriptares.

5. And that he wss
feen of Cephas, and
afier thefe things of
che eleven.

6, Afterwards he
was feen of above oo
brethen at ones, of
whom the greaer pasg
remain unto this pre-
feni: butfomeare fal.
len afleep.

7. After that hewas
feen of james, then of
all the Apoftles:

8. And laft of 2l
he was feen of me al-
fo, az of one born oot
of due tme.

9. For I am the
leait of the Apofiies,
that am not meet to
be called an Arcfile,
becaufe I perfecuted
the church of God.

Lake

XXVIL
gathered together, 2nd
them that were with
them.

34. Who faid, The
Lord is rifen indeed,
and hath appeared un-
to Simon,

35. &nd they told
what thingsavere dons
In the wsy, and that.
he was known of them
in bresking of bread,

36. And o= they thus
{pake, he himeif flood
inthe midit of the dif
ciples.

47. But they were
serrified and afirizhied,
and fuppafed that they
had feen a fpirit.

32. Bur ke f2id uny
them, Why are ye trou-
bled, aad why de
thooghts arife in your
hearss }

25. Behold my hands
and my feer, thatitis
I myfelf: handle me
and {ee, for a [pirit hath
not bones and flefh as
ye fee me have.

41. And while they
yecbelieved not for joy,
zud wondered, he {aid,
Haveyehersanymeat ?

z.Andthey gavehim
aq{}%ace afa g;(%;ﬁd fith,

43. And ke tool: ¥,
and did cat before them

44. And be faid unto
them, Thele wizre my
words which T {pake
gntoyonwhilelwasyer
with yeu,that all things
muit be fulfilled which
were written im the
Lawof Mofes, snd the
Prophets, and the
Paimsconcerning me,

45, Then
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43. Then opened he their mind, that they might anderfand the
feriptares.

46 And faid untothem, Thuos it is written, that Cheill fhould fule
fer, and rifethe third day. .7

47 And that repentance and remiffion of fins fhould be preached
i his name, as far as all Nations ; beginning at Jerufalem.

48 And ye are alfo witnefles of thele things. .

49 And behold I fend the promife upon yous but tarry yein the

" City until ye be endued with Power from on high,

50 And he led them out to Bethany, and he lift up his bands, and
bleffed them.

; §1 And it came to pals while he blefled them, he was parted from
them.

52z And they returned to Jerufalem with great joy.

53 And were continually in the temple praifing God.

A, B. That the Meffias or Chrift was to die, and to be buried, and
rife again from the dead, was frequently foretold both in the Oid and
New Teflament. See Plalm XXI1. and Ia. LHIL per tot. Dan. IX,
26. Pfal. LXXXI. 8, XI. 6. XL. z. with Confit. V. 14. 19, Jo-
nah' L 17. with Man. XIL, 39, 40. XVL 4 Luke XL 29, 30,
Mate, XVI, 25. X¥. 17,18, :g. Luk. JX, 2z, Mar, VIL 31,
¥ Cor. XV. 3, 4. Ignat. Ad. Trall: & 10,

The Obfervations which naturally arife from all thefe
Accounts together are thefe,

I. That almeft all the difficelties farted in later ages about osur
Lord’s Refurrefiion, are owing to the torruptions of our modern Co-
" pies 1 which sught therefore 1o he correfled before we pretend through-
fy to clear this mader, which I finll do under the following {wads. .
{1.) Our Copies of Matthew XX VII. 64. fay, that the Jewith Chief
Priefts and Pharifees only fuppofed the difciples of Jefus might come &y
wight, and fteal away Chri’s body : as if they were able to do it only
at that tme,  Whereas' the fimalleft guard of Soldiers, fupported by
anthority, would then be more than fufficient to terrify and beat.off
eleven fuch fearful and difpiritcd men, as the-Apoftles then were, by
day as well as by #ighe. Accordingly that word is wanting in Beza’s
Copy, both Greek and Latin ; in the Alexandrian MS. and a great
many more ; and freely given up by Dr. Mills, as an interpolation,
(2.} In Maw: XXVIIL. g. our ordinary copies have this claufe,
And as the mwemen avent #o el bis difeiples, behold Jelus met them, &,
This was indeed troe of the whole number of thefe women, about
two houss aferward, when they went from the fepulchre 3 but not of
the two Maries, with whom alone Maithew is now concerned ; and
contradicls the reft of this hiftory, not only in Matthew,-bat in Luks,
and Mark, and the Cornflitutions alfo. Accordingly this clavfe is
wanting in Beza’s copy. both Greek and Latin, and in many others,
and {o may well be rejefed as fpurious. .
{3.) In John XX. €. All our other copies, even Beza’s Latin, have
this claufe, that Tbe ather difeiple {John himlf) wwent into ths jopui-

thre, and faw the praveschibes and believed 5 whereas the Greek fays,

he
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hie did »or believe the refurreftion, Thele other copies do mot only
contredi€l ali the other evidence, which fully affures us, that none of
the Apofiles did yer believe the refurreétion, Maw. XXVIIL v7.
fobn XX. 24, 25. Mark XVI. 11, 13, 14. but the verfe immediate-
ly following 1t in all copies : B as et they kupnw mat the feripture,
that he mafi vife from the dead,

{4} In Luke XXIIL 53. Beza's copy, both Greek and Lann, and
no oihers, has this remarkable claule, 4nd =oben Fofeph of drimathea
Bad laid Fefas in the fopuichre, be pui to 1he fipuichre o fone avbich taven-
¢y smen could bardly voli, Such cylindricel flones, which were at laft
fo be raifed over {esulchres, and of fuch vaft largenels, intrely agree
swith the Old Teltamen:, Gen. XXXV, zo. z Sam, XVIII, 18. and
Lir. Maundrell’s deferiptions and meafures of feversl of them, in the
neighbourheod of Judia, pag. z1, 22,23 1 fuppofe thiz account has
been cmitied of iate in our copies, from the ignorancs of the tran-
this largenels plainly incredibie. )

. Beza’s copy, both Guerk and Latia, men-
enaed Women, of thofe many that folluwed
latiles, znd faw him upon the Crofy, (and this con-
XV, g=. and the Confliutions V. 14} whe faw the
fepulchre in Jofegh of Arimatheas garden : While the other copies
omst the humber sz Now the confufion of the journey of thofe
ravs {o early, with the others journey fo much later, has been the
chiei occafion of the perplexity in this whole hiftory.

{4.} Luke XXIV. 12, We have this verfe inferted into all our mo-
dern copies: Bus Peter arofz and rai to the feprlchre s and flooping deawn
Lo bebold the Finen clsthes faid by themfelves, and departed 5 woondring i
bimfElf at thar avhick bad come to pafi. Which wxt, at this polst of
time, confounds the whole narration alfo. Peset being evidently un-
acquainted with thefe maters, il he ran to the fepulchre with John
afierward, Jobs XX. 1—10. Nay Lake's own accoant, XXIV, 24.
plainly coniradicts this relation, which our modern copies make him
to give us here, of Perer’s running elme 2t this time to tae fepulchre,
For there the two difciples geing 1o Oulammans (a Village fo called in
the Septuagint, as the old rame of Bethel, Gen. XX VI, 19, bat
not to Emaus, &s in ous modern copies} fay they were nol o2 in
the fingular, but cerzain perfons in the plural, who confirmed the refti-
mony of the vwo Women, concerning our Saviour's psdy {ssing re- .
moved or gone out of the fepalchre: as Joh. ¥, 2. But thisverfe is
wanting both in the Greek and Latin of Reza's copy.

{3} Mark XVI. 1. We have in our other Copies this verfe 3 dud
avken the Sabbaih evas paff, Mary Magdalen, Mary the mother of T ames,
{both rightly named in the verfe foregoing, XV. 47 a8 Bepolding the
place where the body of Fefus was laid)  Hnd Salomsz bad Sought favect
Jpises, that thes might come and anains it. T bis gddition of Safume al
{o confounds the hillory of the two former Maries, which was much
eariier, with that of the reft of the Women, which was much later :
whereas Beza's copy, bath Greek and Latin, jufily omits the ﬁri’g part
of verfe 1ft, and rightly cosnels the other warration with the laft
verfe of the foregoing chapter, thus : 4ud Mary Blagdaln, and ﬁ}{?{}

foe

it}
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themother of Fames beheld ihe Plate swhere be wias laid; Aud they wwent
and boughs frveet fpices, that they might ansint bint.

(3.) In Mark xvi. 2. Our ufial Copies moft abfurdly affure us that
wery early in the mornig, was the fame point of time with that wien
#he Sum awas rifpn. Bat them Beza’s copy, both Greek and Latin,
omits the word wery early, perhaps as inconfitlent with the other. How-
ever, I rongly fufpeét the omiffion here of a fow words in ail our co-
pies, between wery early, 200 funrefing, not only becanft of the incon-
fitency of thofe two charalters of time, bat becaufe, fomewhar fater
in john, the more ambiguous exprefiion wery early, is explained by
this ocher avbile it wvas yet dark: which we all koow i usterly ine
confiftent with famrifing. :

{9.} Leke xxiv. g0, Cur common copies give thus this verfe, that
When Fefus bad thus fpoken, He fhewed the 10 Women bis hands and
Lis fiet; as if thele two Women now atually took the fame {ads-
fadion 25 to the relurreftion that the Apofiles did afierwards 3 which
no way agrees with the prodigicus concern they were now in, when,

“in Mark’s words, xvi. 8. They svent out, and fled from the Jfpuldire s
Jor they feared, and nvere amared s asicher jaid they ey thing o any man,
far they were afrgid.  Bur Beza’s copy, both Greek and Latin, bas
no fuch verfe

{10.) A&Qsx. 41. Our ufue] copies omit 2 moft material paffage,
which is in Beza's copy, both Greek and Latin, and confirm’d by ig-
naties’s double citation of it. Ad. Trall §. 0. aad Ad. Smyrn. §L 3. as
well a3 by feveral ather ancient copies. 1t is in Feter’s {peech w0 Lot~
nelins, that Fofus of Nazareth did tat and drink aud conoerfe with the
Apofiles 4o days afier be vofe feou the dead. Nor ought I to forges
here that extaordinary cunfimation of thofe 40 Days, which the
original inRitation of Lent, before Paffion Week, in memory of them,
affords us.  For thas fpeak the Apoftles themfelves, Conftitae, V. 13,
The faf of ot for forty days, is #0 be abfirwed by yous as emtaining &
memorial of our Lord's Cousverfation and Legiflature.

.« 1. 1 oblerve, That the deferiptions of the firlt fingle Ange! that
rolled away the tone, and affrighted away the keepers of the fepul-
chre, and zppeared to the Iwo Maries, and of the two or four feen
afrerwards, are fo very different, that Expofitors are 1o blame not to
take notice of them, ‘The former js thas deferibed, that An Angel
of the Lord defeended from heaven, end came and relled bock the flone, and
Jut upon 3t His conntenance was ke Lightning, and bis raimint white
s fuaws. dud _for feor of him the ketpers did foake, aud became 43
dead wen,  Matt, xxvill. 2, 3, 4 And when a finle afterward this
Angel removed the Hone, z2nd fat on the right fide of the fepulchie,
He wwas cluthed in a bug white Garment, and the Wamen nwere affrighted.
And they ment out and fled from ihe fopulchre s ihey feared and wire
amased; ueither faid they any thing to any man, jor they suere qfraid.
Mar, xvi. g—8. OF two of the lauer it is only faid, Mary Magdale:

- feeth taun Augels, the ere ai he Lead, and the other af the fiet, wore
the bady of Fefus bad lin.  And when they fpake to her, fhe ap-
peared. no way affrighted : which is almolt the fame cafe with rhat of
the two Angels, that appeaicd to the it of the Women two bours
afrerward, 1 obferve, 111 That
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IIT. T'hat we have other evidence, that in fome of chefe appearances
20 the Women there were fpveral Augels feen, and perhaps five in all.
"This we are fully informed of by Cleopas, and his companion. Luke
xxiv. 23. that the Women had {een a wifon of dugels. As itisequal-
Iy plain, that two fuch Angels ficod by the xi. at our Saviour™s Al
cenflon. A€ L 11, I Obferve,

1V, That the vaft largenefs of the {epulchre flone, that could hard-
Iy be rolied by 20 Men, demonfirates the abfurdity of that plea of the
Jews, that the xi. diftiples camz by night and flolz the body awvay, while
the foldiers were afleep.  Since this could not poflibly be done, even
had they been all faft afleep, without making fuch a neife as muft in-
fallibly have awakened them, and difappointed the defign of carrying
off the body nnfeen and unheard ; as was to be pretended. 1 obferve

V. That the principal objeftion againit this hiftory of therefnrredi-
on of Chrift on the third day, is what all our copies afford us, Matt,
xi. 40. that, s Fonas was three days and three nights in the Whale's
belly, fo foall the Son of Man alfe be three days and thre aights in the
Heart of the carth, This reading is the fame both in Beza’s Greek
and Latin, and in the modern copies of the Apoftolical Conftitutions
themfelves, v. 14, and thence in Ignatins’s Epifile to the Trallians,
4. g. Whereas Jefus of Nazareth was dead but one whele day, part of
two other days,and two nights. Which cannot with any propriety be e-
fieemed thres days and three wights: asthe predifiion, if genwine, afirms.
Now here I maft offer = folution quite different from our meder
Commentators. Foras I agree with them that the refurre@ion after 2
day, and part of two more, may be called thres dapss or within, ot
gfter threz days 5 or en the third day, which are the ufual language in
fuch cafes in the New Teftament, in Jofephus, and other ancient Au-
shors, fo I canmot pretend that zawo mighss alone are Lthree wighes,
Now thisbeing granted, I deny that ever our Lord-did forete] {o great
2 daration between his death and refurre@ion as shree days and to:02
aighis : which yet is in almoft all copies, even in Jofephusalfs, for the
duration of Jonas's abode in the belly of the Whale: to which hiftery
cur Saviour more than once alludes upon this occafion, Bot here I de-
fire the Reader to take notice, {t ) That none but Maithew has this
comparifon, as exprelly affixed to the time of Jomas’s continuance in
the Whale’s belly ; and that only in this text, xii. go0. He himflf
fays afterward. xvi. 4. That the jews thould have noturther fign, but
that of the prophet Jonas: i e, He fhould defcend into Hades; con-
ginue there for fome time ; and after thar ajeend oot of it 3 without any
particular indication of the duration of his flay in Hades. And in
Lake, As Fonas was a fign unta the Niwivites, fo fpall alfo the Son of
Ban be to this Generation. So Beza’s, and all our copies both Greek
and Latin, have it; and no more. However, Take norice, (2.) That
Beza’s copy, both the Greek and Latin, give us in Lukexi. 30. this
texr, parallel to that in Matthew. dnd as Fonas avas in thebelly of the
I7hale three days and three wights, fo foall the Son of Man be in the Earth,
without any other additden. Take notice, {;.} That when Ignatius,
in the beginning of the fecond Censuey, cites this text from the
Conftitutions, as he freguently does many sthers, Cotelerins informs

. us
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w5 that this laft part of the verfe was wanting in two Editons, and
three MSS of the old verfion, and by him inferted from a fingle Ldi-
tion. I take notice {4) That when irenzus, or his Ols Tranflator,
towards the end of die 2d Century, cites this very verie of Maukew's,
ver. 31. he entirely omits that part of the verie alfo. Take notice
{5} that wherever elfewhére the interval berween Chrif's death and
reiurreftion is froken of it is never fuppofed 1o extend dbove tires days,

1

either in the Jews Accafations, or the Chrifiian Memorials 3 which
fexts are very numerous. See Joh.ii. 19, zo. Mauh. xvi.z1. xvil
23. ¥x. 1G. xxvl, 61, Xxvil. 46,63, Lak. iz za. xviil. 33 xxiv. 7,
z1. 46, Mark ix. 360 % 34. Ignad Ad. $.0. aod iresaus ubi
fapra.  So that even this reading is vesy owing o nothing
bat 1o a Jater interpoladion aifo. Nay, in Iy tye's Copy, Jonas
himfelf was bat three davs in the Whae Dialoguz wuk
Arypho, pag. 334. 1 obferee
V1. That the Order and Time: of the feveral Events, belonging o
our Saviour's Refurretlion, feem i be thefe :
(1.} Before four ¢°Clock in the morsing, or at the very beginning
of day-light, a terrible Angel defeeaded from heaven s roljed away
the great ftone from the fepulchre ; and fae ¢

-

whom the keepers were horribly sfirigheed, and fled away in the ui-

e
molt confufion, and Chrift rofe from the desd; leaving his
clothes in the fepulchre, Matth, xxviii, 1—3, Iohny¥x, 5,6,
¥.19. Ignar. Ad. Trall. §.g.

{2.} Very foon after this, the two Maries o
Thefe found the great fope rolled away ; the
serrible Angef now removed to the rigie fide of
Infermed them of the refurrefion of Chrift.
Angel to tell the difkiples, and Peter in I
rifen, and would meer them in Galilee, Vet
any meflage to any body : fo greatly were thev affrighees
had feen and heard, 2s we have aiready noted from A

{1.) Very foon after this, Mary Magdalen, havisga li
her forprize, revarns by herlf to the fepuichre, and
that the great fione was really rolled away, zad i}
really removed, or gone ; and runs dire@ly to Perer av
ing together at the wial and condemnation, when ail 1}
were difperfed, ohn xviii. 15, 16. and informs them
©f Chrilt was certainly removed or gone cut o
2, 2.
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(4} Immediately upon this meflage, Teter and Joha run to the fe-
pulchrs, and both go into it 3 and dee the body gone, and the grave

clothes remaining.  Yer conld they ot yet periuade themfeives of the
reality of the refurrefiion. John xx. 3—i0.
Y ® 353 3 Vmmin, meRE
{5.) Vesy foon after this, Mary Magdalen, who conld not keepracs
with Peter and John ronning with 2ll their mizhe,
pulchre 3 fees rwo mild Angels ia the fpulchre,
25e atber at the fort, auhers the bsdy of Felus be
affrighted : bt exquires for the bedy, both
known flander by : a5 fuppofing yet ro mose
fome other place by thar Perfon, whom
{having not yet'beoen in the grave herfRlf
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remaining there, as Peter and Jobn had.) That unknown perfon
proved to be Chrit himfelf : who accordingly difovered himielf w
hier the firft of all others ; and bade her not now fay for any inflances
of worfhip to him, but go and immediately inform his difeiples of his
reforra@ion, and of hisafenfion direftly to their common Father and
God : which fhe does accordingly, John x5, 11-—18.

{6.} Abous two hours after this, or afier fun-rifing, came the reft
of the women who had feen the crucifixion ; and finding how the
fafls were, and that Chrift was certainly rifen ; which Mary Magda.
Ien, {who now feems to have joined their company] could inform them
of akio 5 they arc allowed 10 sabe Jolt of Bt feet, and aworfbip bim,
They are alfo bidden by two Angels,” to go and inform the dilciples
of what they had feen and known. Masth, xxviil, 7. efpecially of his
meeting them in Galilee, ver, 10. which meffage the arlt Angel had
before chared the two Maries withal.
¢ {;.} About this time, Chrift appeared to his brother James, the
circamftasces of which, are not preferved in our Golpels,  But they
are preferved in 2 Gofpe! older than any of them, 1 mean b2 Gofpel
‘accordiag 15 the Hebreavs, In the words following, produced out of it
by Jerom 1 Hen the Lord bad given the linen chtb {wherein be had
been buried] so the Pricff forvant, Hr avent 1o James, and appeared
20 Bim. For Fauee had fovern, that ke avonld not cat bread from that
Gawr be bad drask the cup of the Lord, [or, the Lord bad drunk the cup)
antil be fawo bim vifin from the dead.  The Lord [aid, Bring hither &
table, and bread,  He took bread, awd bleffed, and brake, ond gawve 1o
Fames the Fuff 5 and fuid to bim, 5y Brother, cat thy bread, for the
Sez of Blun is rifon From the dend

{8.) Some time that day, Chrift was feen of Cephas, or Peter, as the
Apofties well che two difciples, afier they were renined from Ouolam-
mans 1 Loke xxiv. 34 and Panl confirms, 1 Cor. xv. 5. But the
particular time of the day, as well as the other circumfances of this
Appearance to Peter are not preferved o us in our New Teftament, ©
However, of diis Appearance I underfland Ignacins Ad. Smyrn, & 3.
where he affures us, thatr Fhen Fefus cams to Peier, and to thofe that
wwere with him, be faid wnts <them, Take, bandle me, and fie, that I
am w6t an iscerporéal Doaszon. :

{9.} Towards evening, Chrift appeared in & moft furprizing and
unexpefted manner, to Cleopas and another difciple, in the Way o
QOualammaus, Luke xxiv. Which thing itfelf is plainly intimated by
Mark xvi, 12, and whofe time and circamfances are diftinétly related
by Luke xxiv. 13—33.

{10.} Late in the svening of the fame day Chrift appeared, and that
in a like forprizing and umexpefied manmer, to ten of the Apofiles
then met together, Thomas not being with them : He then wpbrai led
shem avich their unbelicf, and offered them the mof feniible fatisfaltion
as to the reality of his refurreStion, and prefence in the fame body in
which he had been crucified : while yet for jsy and wonder they hard-
Iy believe it.  Of this Appearance we have three diftin@ accounts,
Jobn xx. 19—23. Luke xxiv. 36—33. Markxvi. 14—20. without
any fign of a contradifion.

{11.}) Cn the next Lord’s day he appeared to all the XI. John xx.-
26, zg. Conflit, v. 19, Ignat. Ad. Smym. §.3. who were then met,

o

: ) together,
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together, Thomas being now with them ; and conguered his prodi-
gious degree of increduiizy in a way perfe@ily undénisble.

{12.) Next to thefe probably muft that have been which Jobn files
His third appearasce to any number of his difciples, Chap. xx3, 12.
Ot which we have 2 full account in that Chapter : and this account
attefted by the Prefbyters of Ephefus, as written by the Apoiile him-
felf, a Bitle before his death, zbout A, D. 99. :

(13.} Some vme after thefe appearances, Chrift went to 2 mswtain
i Galilee, where be bad appointed to meet a great number of his dif-
ciples, and where above sco were prefent. Manh. xxviil. 36, 17,
¥ Cor.xv, 6, FHere the incredulity of fome of them appeass not to
have been entirely conquered.  For when the et cosmbigped bim, we
are informed that {H fme doubted.  And this is the very laft inflance
that I have ever mer with, of any fuch deebt abont Chrift's refurrec-
tion ameng Chriftians, 1 had 2lmoft faid amosg either Jews or Hea-,
theos themielves, in all primitive aniquity.

{t+} About this time might be his fecond apgearance to his brother
James, when the Apofiles, in agreement with all antiquity, inform us,
that Himlf, as weil as the Apofties, ordaired him Bifhop of [erufa-
lem. Conftious, VIIL 33. )

{15.} Next to this may that appearance be which Paul mentions,
1 Cor. xv. 7, after that to James ; when he adds, #her 26 adf the Apo-
fHes, which I fappofe belongs to the end of the 40 days, fince his re-
furredtion, when in the prefence of them all he publickly afended up
into heaven, Aflsl. 1—11.

(6.} The /aff appearance, or rather appearances of all, for how
many there were we do not know, were made to Paul himielf, 1 Corn
EY. 8, a8 ro one Jorwx cut af due Zwme: whe had been before a biter

erfecutor of Chrift’s Religion.

N.B. Thesre were folemn memorials of our Saviowrs Reforreftion,

-appointed by the Apoftles, Conlit, V. 15, viz. The Lord’s day every

weelk, efgeciaiiy that Lord’s day on which he rofe, or Eafter day : 1o~
gether with the next Lord’s day, when he convinced Thomas : as alfe
the Aftenfion after 40 days, and Pentecolt after ten more days : when,
according to Chrift’s promife, after his refurreGion, the miraculous
gifts of the Holy Ghoit were poured on the Apofiles. Al which days
have accordingly been annually obferved from the age of the Apofiles
till chis very age.

N, B. As to the numerons miflakes in our modern copies, both of
the Old and New Teflament, we havea very large caalogue of them
from that eminent, {agacious, and very good Man, Dr. Wall, in his
Critical Notes upor the Old and News Teflament ; though even he could
never be made fenfible of what T have plainly proved elfewhere, that
many of thofe miftakes were voluntary, and made either by the wicked
Jews, when they fet up their {parious Mefliah Barchocab, [See Efuy
oz the O Teflament, pafiin’] Or by the old wicked Hereticks, the
followers of Simon Magus, who made it their bufinefs o forge fpu-
riowus books, or interpelate the genuine troe ones ¢ as will foon be pro-
ved in my large Work uow in the Prefs. . .

N, B. Since not the Propbecies only, but the Miracks of the Bible
have of late been denied, or expofe to contempt by fuch as are very
little acquainted with the times whereto they belong, and very incom-

petent
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petent judges of fuch truly ancient records as contain them : I fhali
take leave to inflance in two Writers, with whom I have myfelf been
concerned, and o obferve kow linle foundation they had for their fe-
veral aempis againft Chriltianity.  As to the Prophecics of the Oid
"Tettamenr, fo often appealed to by Chrift and his Apofties, for its
fupport, Mr. Anthony Collins 20 Years ago pretended that thefe Pro-
phecies had been already fulfiled nnder the Old Teflament in their
proper and Iiteral fenfe : and that Chrift and his Apofiles only depend-
ed on fuch weak allegorical or fecondary Senfes, as thelaft 1 200 Years
had made vl of. While, spon the moft accurate Euquiry, it foon
appeared, that foch an allegorical or dosble fenfe had never been pat
upon any Prophecy, by any body, will the fourth century of the Go-
fpet  And as 1o the ‘miracles, which all antiquity took to be alfp un-
deniable, they have fome time ago been allegoriz’d alfo by a weak
Writer, and che very firft of them has been lately ridiceld, as if it
“tvere niterly unbecoming one that pretended to be the Jews Mefliah,
10 be concerned i it 1 T mean the surning avater intp avize at a wed-
ding feait in Cana of Galilee, John II. 1—11, Now I confefs that
upon perufal of thar account, it feems plain to me, from the Hiffory
as it flands in all our coples, that Oor Savioor did not himfelf think
this & proper occafion for sxerting his power of miracles 2 thar when
his Mother firft propofed i, He was very angry with her, and fevere-
Iy chid ber for it 1 Woman, avhat bawe 1 to do awith thee 5 mine bour
@5 n6t $et come, Ver.3, 4. and thar when fhe fill infifled o it, ver. 5.
he rather fubmited o his mother, as a dutifol fon, than erizinally
afled according to his own Inclination, as the true Mefizh. [ fop-
pofe both his Mother and his firft difciples prefumed he had the power
of worling miracles ; but that he delay’d to ufe chat power too long,
ver. 1. whofe defire ke here comply’d with,

N. B, As w the flflling of Secripture Prophedies, in the literal
Senfe, I have fo throughly demonfirated it in my former and prefent
Wriiings, by & vaft number of Examples, as renders, I think, that
Argament for vhe Proof of the divine Anthority of the facred Books
perfeflly undenisble.  See Literal Aucomplifbment of Prophefies, per tot.
For which I vestire in particalar to appeal to the new Edition of my
Effas of the Rewelation, and efpecizlly to the xv. eminent events {peci-
fied "ar the end of i, shich had been every one foretold from thole
Prophecies, and hath every one already come to pzfs accordingly.

In truth it appears to me, that moff of our divines at prefent fo
generally fpend their time and Rudies either in fach Heathen, or in
fuch Jater Chrifiian Aathors, and later Coples of the facred Books,
as contribute but litde to the diftovery of the original State of Chri-
ftianity ; and is 2 main occafion of their being puzzled at every tarn,
even by Scepticks more ignorant than themfelves, Whils a throsgh
scquaintance with the Copies and Books of the two.firft Centuries,
vould ealily prevent aimoft all fuch perplexities whatfoever.

And thus by my Obfervation it has ever been, and will ever be
with the moft formidable Objefiions agaift the primitive Chriftian
Religion, that they #iil pccafion fuch deeper Enquiries as at length
. will fence, 1 with I could 28d alfo, and corers thofe Seepticks which
provofe them, to the fame primisive chrifliapity. Adwmen. dmen.

Wilkiam Whitlon; July 23, 1744.




